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Overview

• REScoop.eu: A bit about us

• Regulatory Frameworks for Energy Communities

• Drivers and Barriers to Community H&C

• Q&A
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REScoop.eu

• Established in 2013 as a Belgian not-for-profit 

association 

• REScoop.eu is the European Federation of Citizen 

Energy Cooperatives

• Citizen energy cooperatives are groups of citizens 

who cooperate in energy transition projects
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REScoop.eu: Cooperative principles 
applied to the energy sector 

1. Voluntary and Open Membership

2. Democratic Member Control

3. Member Economic Participation

4. Autonomy and Independence

5. Education, Training, and Information

6. Cooperation among Cooperatives

7. Concern for Community
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What do REScoops do?
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What does REScoop.eu do?

• Represent the voice of citizens and citizen energy 

cooperatives to European policy makers

• Support the start-up of new REScoops and provide them 

with trainings, useful tools and contacts

• Provide services for the European REScoops

• Facilitate international exchanges and cooperation between 

energy cooperatives

• Promote the REScoop business model throughout Europe
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REScoop.eu
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The potential of 
citizen participation

- The participation of individuals 

and communities in the energy 

transition is essential 

- CE Delft study: By 2050, at least 

half of EU citizens could be 

producing their own renewable 

electricity, meeting 45 % of the 

total electricity demand Source: CE Delft study (2016), Figure 12
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EU Regulatory Framework for Energy 
Communities
• 2019: EU’s Clean Energy for all Europeans Package

➢ Citizens -> Passive energy consumers

-> Active participants in the transition

➢ Recognises the importance of energy communities to achieve 

our climate targets

➢ Forces Member States to ensure certain rights, and establish 

certain frameworks, to guarantee equal conditions for energy 

communities.

Recast Directive 2018/2001 (Renewable Energy Directive II, or REDII)

Recast Directive 2019/944 (the Internal Electricity Market Directive, or IEMD)

Recast Regulation 2019/943 (the Internal Electricity Market Regulation, or IEMR)

Link: https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b4e46873-

7528-11e9-9f05-01aa75ed71a1/language-

en?WT.mc_id=Searchresult&WT.ria_c=null&WT.ria_f=3608&WT.ria_ev=search

Link: https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-strategy/clean-energy-all-

europeans-package_es 9/17
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CEC (Electricity Dir.) REC (REDII)

Legal entity Legal entity

Open and voluntary participation Open and voluntary participation

- Autonomous (e.g. one-member-one-vote)

Effectively controlled by members or 
shareholders

Effectively controlled by members or shareholders

- Situated in the proximity 

Members or shareholders are physical persons, 
local authorities, including municipalities, or small 
and medium enterprises.

Members or shareholders are physical persons, local 
authorities, including municipalities, or small and 
medium enterprises.

Objective must be to provide environmental, 
social, or economic benefits to the community 
(not profit)

Objective must be to provide environmental, 
social, or economic benefits to the community (not 
profit)

EU Regulatory Framework for Energy 
Communities
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Energy communities: organising
participation in activities across the
market  
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• EU Studies to support policy:

- Renewable Space Heating: Overview of 

consumption data, technologies, fuel mix and 

regulatory frameworks, includes best 

practices

- District Heating and Cooling: Looks at market 

and regulatory framework + 10 case studies 

on best practices

- Roadmap on policy support for H&C 

decarbonisation: Recommends policies for 

space heating in buildings and process      

heating for industry.

- Renewable Cooling: Analysis of the                   

Delegated Act on the renewables  

methodology.

Renewable Energy Directive (RED)

Art.23 strengthens the H&C target

Art.24 establishes an annual target to 

increase renewables within district heating 

and cooling (DHC)

Extends measures that Member States can 

take to achieve targets (e.g. integrate waste 

heat)

Art.18 + Annex IV improve training and 

certification of installers

Art.15a requires Member States to conduct 

economic and geographic analysis to identify 

DHC potential

Energy Efficiency Directive (EED)

Arts.23 & 24 requests that Member States 

carry out comprehensive assessments on 

efficient H&C every 5 years

Annex VIII describes the methodology for the 

assessment (they must be closely linked with 

energy union governance and climate action)

EU Heating and Cooling Strategy 

(Link)

Sets out tools and actions to ensure that H&C 

contributes to climate neutrality 

(implemented in the Clean Energy Package)

Encourages to apply an integrated approach 

to the energy system (i.e. energy flows 

between users and producers)

EU Regulatory Framework for Energy 
Communities
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/16710ac3-eac0-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/district-heating-and-cooling-european-union_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f5118ffc-eabd-11ec-a534-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/renewable-cooling-under-revised-renewable-energy-directive_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021PC0557
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0558
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1575551754568&uri=CELEX:52016DC0051


REScoop.eu Transposition tracker

Transposition tracker - definitions
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Drivers & Barriers to CH&C

• Drivers:

• Democratic ownership of heating and 

cooling networks
• One-person-one-vote rule

• Especially relevant for natural monopolies (i.e. H&C)

• Not-for-profit
• Focus on affordability and social benefits

• Denmark: Level-playing field is not-for-profit principle

• Transparency

• Creation of local value

• Barriers:

• Lack of support

• Administrative, capacity, knowledge

• Lack of imagination

• People cannot imagine citizens doing such a big 

project

• Complexity

• Access to capital
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Supportive ecosystem for CH&C

For more information, mark 

October 11th on your calendar

Publication of REScoop.eu’s

“Guidelines on Community 

Heating and Cooling”

✓ Drivers & Barriers

✓ Examples

✓ Technologies used

✓ How to start your own 

CH&C

✓ Quotes & 

recommendations
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Useful resources 
• Transposition Guidance (REScoop.eu, ClientEarth): https://www.rescoop.eu/news-and-events/press/energy-communities-under-the-clean-energy-package

• Community Power: Model legal frameworks for citizen-owned energy (ClientEarth): https://www.communitypower.eu/images/Clientearth_report.pdf

• Transposition Tracker (REScoop.eu): https://www.rescoop.eu/policy#transposition-tracker

• Potential for energy citizens in the EU (CE Delft): https://cedelft.eu/publications/the-potential-of-energy-citizens-in-the-european-union/

• Assessment report of potentials for RES community energy in the target regions (COME RES): https://come-

res.eu/resource?t=Assessment%20report%20of%20potentials%20for%20RES%20community%20energy%20in%20the%20target%20regions

• Community Renewable Electricity Generation – Potential Sector Growth to 2020 (Department of Energy and Climate Change, UK): 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274746/20140108_Community_Energy_Modelling_FinalReportJan.

pdf

• Community Energy Strategy: Full Report (DECC, UK): 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/275163/20140126Community_Energy_Strategy.pdf

• Roadmap for citizen renewable energy in France (Ministere de la Transition Ecologique): https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/10-mesures-developpement-des-energies-

renouvelables-citoyennes

• Barriers to renewable energy communities and opportunities in Hungary (Hnuti Duha, EMLA): https://mtvsz.hu/uploads/files/Megujuloenergia-

kozossegek_Ertekelo_tanulmany_MTVSZ-SZGK-EMLA_final.pdf

• The local economic impact of citizen projects (Energie Partagee): https://energie-partagee.org/ressource/etude-retombees-eco-2/

• Study on potential of energy communities in the Czech Republic: https://frankbold.org/sites/default/files/publikace/studie_egu_brno_-_komunitni_energetika.pdf
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www.rescoop.eu

felix.kriedemann@rescoop.eu 

@rescoop.eu

@REScoop.eu

REScoopVideos

REScoop.eu

rescoop.eu


	Slide 1: ConnectHeat: Planning issues for Energy Communities
	Slide 2: Overview
	Slide 3: REScoop.eu
	Slide 4: REScoop.eu: Cooperative principles applied to the energy sector 
	Slide 5: What do REScoops do?
	Slide 6: What does REScoop.eu do?
	Slide 7: REScoop.eu
	Slide 8: The potential of citizen participation
	Slide 9: EU Regulatory Framework for Energy Communities
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Energy communities: organising participation in activities across the market  
	Slide 12: EU Regulatory Framework for Energy Communities
	Slide 13: REScoop.eu Transposition tracker
	Slide 14: Drivers & Barriers to CH&C
	Slide 15: Supportive ecosystem for CH&C
	Slide 16: Useful resources 
	Slide 17

