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▪ Sun provides cheap heat

   (5 – 7 ct/kWh)

▪ Public participation is 

   very popular

▪ Solar heat reduces part-load 

   operation of boiler in summer

▪ High market potential

Solar district heating
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High market potential
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Public participation models

Most suitable for public financing of solar thermal district heating
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Participation by loans
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Participation by Sale & Lease Back
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Participation by cooperative
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Participation by Limited Liability Company
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Economic requirements
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Technical requirements
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Factors of success in general

 Subsidies for solar thermal energy at federal and state level

 Land availability (availability, location, size, dedication, price)

 Type of energy source to be substituted

 Need for relevant summer load

 Suitable network and system temperatures

 Strong partnerships and keep at it stubbornly
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Learnings from practice

 After contacting project developers, 
quickly consult the responsible 
politician for the zoning

 Obtain support from environmental 
NGOs

 Personally promote as mayor the 
project to the responsible state offices

 Describe the story of the project, e.g. 
Friesach: connection of historical 
heritage with modern energy supply

 Communicate the benefits of the 
project locally, at events, in the local 
council, etc.

 Play with open cards

Josef Kronlechner

Mayor of Friesach

4 MW (5.750 m² collector area)
with public participation model
(sale & lease back)
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Lets´s harvest the sun!
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